WILLIAM MORRIS GALLERY,

VESTRY HOUSE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES:

A DOUBLE WHAMMY!

WHAMMY ONE: 

Did you know that in order to save £56,000, the London Borough of Waltham Forest is planning to restrict the opening hours of the William Morris Gallery, Vestry House Museum and Archives to just Saturdays, Sundays and school holidays?

· Vestry House Museum is the only museum in the borough where local people can learn about the history of their community

· Waltham Forest Archives, already only open four days a week, house a unique collection of documents that are widely used by researchers into family, community and regional history

· William Morris Gallery, William Morris’s former family home, is internationally renowned, housing the Brangwyn Gift of paintings and sculpture and one of the most important Morris/Arts & Crafts collections in Europe

WHAMMY TWO: 

Proposed restructuring = de-skilling

· This would involve staffing the Gallery and Museum with ‘casual’ staff at times when Museum and Gallery staff are not available

· Instead of specialist curators, there would be one manager in charge of both sites, despite the fact that the Museum and Gallery collections are completely different in scope and character

The result will be that a reduced and de-skilled staff will not have the time or the expertise to organise the focussed exhibitions and events that keep visitors interested in returning. If visitor numbers decline, there is a very real threat of total closure……

Tell Waltham Forest Council these proposals are totally unacceptable. 

You are urged to e-mail the Leader of the Council, Cllr. Clyde Loakes (leader@walthamforest.gov.uk) and the Cabinet Member for Leisure, Arts and Culture, Cllr Naz Sarkar (cllr.naz.sarkar@walthamforest.gov.uk) and the Chief Executive, Jacquie Dean (Jacquie.dean@lbwf.gov.uk) or write to these people at Waltham Forest Town Hall, Forest Road, Walthamstow, London E17 4JF.

Issued by Tim Bennett-Goodman, Chairman, Waltham Forest Arts Council; Neil Houghton, Chairman, Walthamstow Historical Society; Bill Measure, Chairman, Leyton & Leytonstone Historical Society; Adrian Stannard, Chairman, Friends of Lloyd Park; and Martin Stuchfield, Chairman, Friends of the William Morris Gallery. 

